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l t l rget that there was already a vcnr-rc l i rr
the  t r r r l y  tac l i ca l  a l  hc l r t .  Whcu a l l  i s
sl icl  ancl clonc. thc National Tuctical Iuvi-
tlLtionll gocs wcll bcyoncl arry conventional
compcti t ivc l i rrnral whcn i t  corucs to tcsl-
i r r g  g r r r r l i g l r t i r r s  p t o u  t ' s s .

My schedulc r l ic ln' t  i t l low nrc lo ultcncl
in '96 ancl 

'97^ 
bLrl wltcrt au invital ion l iorn

Aurc l i c ln  T i rc t i cu l  S l roo l ing  Assoc ia t ion
(ATSA) cl i lcclol Skip Gochcnar-rcr arr ivcd
in thc n'rai l  carl icl  this year. I  clccir lcd lhc
t inrc was l ight to see how thc Nl ' l  hacl
evo lvec l  s incc  1994 whcn I  cap turcc l  l i l s t
pl lLce. Whal l i r l lows shoulcl givc yoLl a prct-
ly goocl iclca ol '  thc currcnt condit i<ln o1'this
cornbat corlplchcrrsivc cxal l .

NTI History
Bel i r re exurni r r ing t l re  l l r lcs l  inerr l r t r l ior r .

i t 's  probably a good i r lca to cxaur iuc thc
loots ol 'this nnicluc cvcnt. Conccivecl as a
nrelurs o1' val iclating varior-rs tact ical t lain-
ing theur ies-  brs ica l ly  a b load spcc-
tl lrnr test of l ighting skil ls thc NTI is not
really a shooting nratch at all (Par-ticipating
shooters are not "compctito|s" or "con-

testants." fathe I thcy alc "practit ioncls.")

Shoo l i ng  ab i I i t y  anc l  - u r - rnhunc l I i ng
prowess are i l lpoftant elements ol conr-
bative cornpctcuce" but they are not the only
inrportant sl<il ls. Sulviving a real worlcl vio-
lent encountel' reqLrires aclhcrcncc to s<lr-rncl
taclical plinciplcs whcn youl ach'cnuliue is
f lowir rg I lee ly .  p l t rs  r rppnrpl i l r te  i r t l t ' r ' r re l ior t
wi th assai lants.  u l l ies ancl  the authof i l ics.
In short, you'l l  r.reccl to shoot, nrovc, nncl
courrnunicate whilc unclcr clulcss. The
NTI tests all of l l .rcsc attributcs.

Originally crcatccl by a collabolation of
Wal t  Rtruch,  Chuck Davis ancl  Skip
Gochenauer. the first thlec NTIs wcrc helcl
in ccntral Pennsylvania. Nurnber Three
gained notoriety as 1he "Nightn'ralc on
NTI Street"- cvcry stage was shot wear
ing DeSantis night simulator goggles.

In 1994, the event moved to Gunsite

Ranch. whclc i t  rernained fbr a total of
three yetrs. Arour.ul thc tinre of the secoltcl
Gr lns i te  NT l .  two o l ' thc  o l ig ina l  t r iunrv i -
n r l t '  l r ' l l  t l re  A l -SA : l l r l ' l '  l o  pur ' :uc  l ) f  i \  i r te
sec tor  I ' i r c t r rns  ins t luc t iou .  "Grar rc lpa"

Rauch nrovccl on to l i runcl the Advurcccl
Tirct ical Group (hc's also a nrajol playcr ir .r
IDPA) ancl ChLrck Dtvis lrcgan his own
tlainiug centcr, Corlt tc, al Wall iul  Riclge
in  Pennsy lvan iu .

[ ) r u ' i r t r  t l t i r  ; r e l i r x l .  l x r l l i e i p r r t i o r r  l l c w
s ign i l i cau t ly ,  w i t l r  a  lo ta l  o l '  150  shoo{c ls .
Thc  PaLr l t l cn ,  Ar iz . .  sch<x l l  cc r ta in ly  l i r c i l i -
latccl sourc niliy stagcs, bLrt liying thc AISA
stal ' l '  l . rrnr Pcnrrsylvania wus cxltcnsive.

It  wrs r lso cl i l l icrr l t  1o rLln so nl lury pco-
p lc  th roLr - {h  thc  conrp lcx ,  sub jec t ive ly
gntclccl slagcs iu t lrc t inrc al lottccl.  Hence,
l i l r - r ' casons  tha l  wcrc  bo th  log is l i ca l  and
ccononr ic .  thc  NTI  n tovcd cas l  agr in  in
1997,  a r rd  sca lc r l  back  to  a  max i rnurn  o1 '
l  (X)  shootc rs .

Sonrc rnight ussLlnrc thal t l ' r is clowu-
s iz ing  r l in r in ishcc l  thc  cvcn t .  In  f i rc t .  qu i te

- bu Andy $tanford

the opposite occurred. The 1998 NTI was
at lcast as elaborate as those at Gunsite,
ancl post stage f'eedback to participants
improved signil icantly. Let's take an in
depth look at the particulars.

ATSA Village
One tlring that sets NTI apart from

other hanclgurrning events is the inclusion
o1'seve ral lirrce on fbrce sceneu'ios, at NTI
ll with military MILES gear and since
thcn using Sin.runitiorr FX marking car-
triclges that fire paint bLrllets fiorn special-
ly n-roclifiecl hanclguns.

For the past I 'ew years, this portion of
the evcnt has taken the f orrrr of 'ATSA Vil-
lage":  a r .uock town complete wi th a
rcti lecl shcli{T acting as the Sherilf and his
Depu ly .  i r r  : r t l t l i ( i t ' r r  I r r  l r r une rous  r cs i -
clcnts who harbored intentions both fair and
l i ru l .  E,ach pracl i l ioncr  spent  approxi -
ruratcly an lrour- in ancl around the dozen
rnock br-ri lcl ings. Fronr cliscussiclr.ts with
otl.tcls, rny cxl"rclience wts l ir ir ly typical.

Special  Forces medic and NTI Vl Shoot ist  John Holschen moves bystander larget 0ut 0f
the way during house clear ing. Author considers H0lschen's hand-to-hand c0mbat system
to be the best such system around.
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First I was accosted by a drunk, who
wanted me to share his libation. Assuming
an assertive body posture, I smiled and said
"no thanks," and he went outside. How-
ever, as I walked next door, the same
gentleman suddenly fell against me, then
accused me of tripping him. "No sir, it was
you who fell into me," I declaimed while
moving through a nearby doorway, think-
ing the incident over.

'Twas not to be; the drunk returned
shortly, backed up by two friends who stat-
ed belligerently, "You pushed our friend.
We're gonna kick your ass." When one of
them raised a liquor bottle to hit me, I drew
the 2" barreled Colt Diamondback I'd
been issued and shouted "Back off!"
while aiming at my assailant's pelvic gir-
dle. Fortunately, the combination of com-
mand voice challenge and gun muzzle had
the desired effect, and the errant trio
departed muttering curses. My actions
were ruled justi l ied by the Sheriff.

Next, while I was browsing in a "gun-

shop," a frantic individual ran in scream-
ing that the building was engulfed in
flames, then ran out just as quickly. I exit-

Top to bottom: Insights Training Center
Director  Greg Hami l ton engages a host i le
larget in "Honey, l 'm Home." Former
Army Banger Hamilton engages multiple
targets in "Cornered."

ed too, only to discover that the fire alarm
was a ruse, the perpetrator and a friend
were waiting just outside to rob me. As the
first guy pulled a knife, I shot him once in
the chest, then tumed and placed a pair of
rounds into the heart of his accomplice,
who was in the process of drawing a hand-
gun. A clearly justifiable shooting.

Lastly, my trip to the post office was
interrupted by a domestic dispute during
which the husband pulled a pistol and ran

out the door. I pulled mine too, just in
and exited in the opposite direction,
Sheriff scolded me about
brandishing my gun. Next time, in
circumstances, I'd probably still draw
keep the weapon hidden under my jacket,

Combat Clearing
Five of the stages involved structue

clearing, and a sixth ("The Trees") required
maneuvering on adversaries in an ersatz
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Top to bottom: Defense Tactics Incorporated Director John Farnam
attempls to verbally de-escalale close quarters confrontalion in ATSA
Vilfage. When the balloon gles up, Weaver slance advocate Farnam fires
one handed, a phenomenon lbserued many times in force on lorce
training with Simunitions. (Maybe the late, great Colonel Bex Applegate
was 0nt0 sumething?) Farnam conlronts a knife wielding assailant.
When the d is lance is  something over  10leet ,  pe0ple are m0re l ike ly  to
use thei r  two handed s lance.

fbrest made of -55 gallon elaborate hydraulic target mechanism.
drums stackecl on top of One of the bad guys was strategically
each other. This type of placed to back shoot anyone who droppecl
exercise tests an individ- their guard afier ltnding the stufl'ed teddy
ual's abil ity to apply tacti- bear "child." Most, including me, fell
cal principles in real time victim to "target I ." Live and learn.
under pressure, and is thus The threat of international tenorism was
a staple part of the NTI alive ancl well at NTI VIII; two stages,
program "Rafs!" trnd "Double Rats!" were based on
In "Doug's Dance," practi- the premise of an all out attack by fanati-
tioners searched a mock cal urban guerrillas. I moved like a bat out
abancloned hotel for a miss- of hell through these, since the pre-start
ing child. Waiting in the briefing stated that terrorists were killing
rooms off the central hall- people to the shooter's six o'clock, ancl that
way, hostile and no-shoot an explosion had aheady rocked the build-
targets appeared and dis- ing. Rounding the last comer on fbur terrs
appeared, activated by an aboutto set off irnotherbomb, Iranto slide
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Dr. Mike Shertz clears corner in live lire scenario. Shertz, who linished lhird overall, gave an excellent wound ballistics lecture. The
bottom line? Carry a reliable gun and learn lo shoot it well!

lock after six rounds, having neglected to
reload my Glock 19 during my dynamic
escape. Another valuable lesson- always
reload when you have the chance.

The next two stages found our hero
coming home after a hard day at the
office and announcing "Honey, I'm home"
only to find that armed men have invaded
said domic i le .  Again,  the hydraul ic
humanoids did their best to raise the
ambient stress level, assisted by the loud-
speaker voice of ATSA offlcial Ann Berry
in the role of the female significant other.

Despite my entreaties to "Just Say No
To Drugs!" the pot growers in "The Trees"
stage refused to surrender. They loosed
their dog on me, but I didn't shoot, mis-
taking it for a mad cow. My only alterna-
tive was to neutralize the half dozen or so
hostile reactive targets. This stage was fired
with scoped FN/FAL 7.62ifles, supplied
by ATSA. (Previous NTIs have required
that the practitioner use other battlefield
pick up weapons including bolt and lever
action rifles.)

Non-Sfon dord Exercises

tactics (second) and mindset- the abili-
ty to operate your firearm reflexively
under stress is still extremely important.
Hence the NTI has traditionally included
one or two tests of gunhandling and
marksmanship prowess. The '98 NTI
was no different, featuring a couple of such
exercises. These were not, however, your
typical static qualifi cation courses.

The "DTI Dance" was a variation of the
graduation dril l  from John Farnam's
Defense Thctics, Inc., with the added com-
plication of rrrandatory lateral movement
during the required malfunction clearance
and reload- hence the title of the exercise.
Specifically, this string consisted of flve live
rounds fired from a magazine that con-
tained an additional dummy round that
necessitated a "tap, rack, bang," then
reload the empty weapon and continue fir-
ing until the target goes down.

"ATSA standards" comprised a series
of short strings fired at three 3-D turning
targets. The range officers programmed
one of the mannequins at random to pre-
sent a badge, and therefore shooters did-
n't know exactly targets which were to be

required use of cover and movement off
the line of attack.

Practitioners were expected to verbal-
ize whenever appropriate. Typically, shoot-
ers shouted "Don't move!" or "Drop the
weapon!" upon drawing, then "Call an
ambulance! Call the police!" when finished.

fhe Deoth Squad
Due to lodging and transporlation con-

siderations, I found myself squaded with
fellow fireeums instructor Greg Hamilton,
Director of Insights Training Center in
Washington who also teaches at Gunsite.
Additionally, our group included Insights
staff members John Holschen- NTI VI
Shootist and hand-to-hand combat guru-
and Dr. Mike Shertz, resident wound bal-
listics expert. As things tumed out, I could
hardly have been in better company.

We were the first squad to enterATSA
village, and we all came out unscathed. In
addition to my own experiences, related
above, I witnessed Hamilton yelling at a
mock adversary, "Put that knife down or
I'll put a bullet in your head! Do you want
a bullet in your head?" The blade wield-
ing ersatz assailant did not comply, and the
result was (you guessed it) a bright splotch

Although skill at arms comes third in shot from string to string. Ranges varied
the hierarchy of survival factors- behind from 3 to 15 yards, with instructions that
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fhe

of dye in the center of the bad guy's pro-
tective face shield. Neither Holschen nor
Shertz fired a round, having verbally de-
escalated all of their confrontations.

I also got to watch Greg's performance
on the "Honey, I'm Home" stage and
came away highly impressed with his tac-
tical acumen. Having noticed the name on
the dog house painted on the exterior
wall, the Seattle area tactical trainer moved
through the structure shouting, "Sic 'em,

Charlie! Kill! Kill!" followed by "Honey,

get the submachine gun out of the safe!"
(Needless to say, Greg isn't the shy type.)
Glock 19 in hand, he then proceeded to per-
form a subtle combination of systematic
and dynamic maneuvers to successfully
engage the mannequin home invaders.

We completed the DTI drill next, then
the halfdozen clearing exercises, arriving
last at the ATSA standards. This stage
required a minimum of 26 rounds but no
maximum- like real life, keep firing
until the threat goes away. To a man, our
squad employed the modern dynamic
isosceles stance used by top IPSC shoot-
ers. The resulting fusillade resulted in an
average of 36 hits per person, Holschen
leading the pack with42 hits out of 44fired
from his SIG P228.

When all was said and done, the mem-
bers of our group gave a pretty good
account of ourselves. Holschen was fifth
overall, Doc Shertz third, myself sec-
ond- and the NTI VIII Shootist was
none other than Greg Hamilton. From
what I saw, he definitely eamed his 15 min-
utes in the limelight.

Learning, Not Winning
But the real purpose of NTI is not score

sheet accolades, rather it provides a venue for
hard-core combat shooters to test their met-
tle and share theirknowledge. In fact, except
for the top five, results aren't published.

The week also provided ample oppor-
tunity to attend seminars by top trainers
from around the country. During the
weeks before and after the NTI, the crew
from Insights offered several full length
courses including Individual Survival Thc-
tics, Defensive Knife and Close Quarters
Confrontations. I took the latter two and
can personally vouch for the fact that
Hamilton and company are on the cutting
edge of self protection.

With all the seminars. courses. and
the event itself, the National Tactical Invi-
tational proved once again to be an
unequaled opportunity for acquiring
knowledge on the subject of personal
defense. If you are a frained combat shoot-
er who wishes to test what you've leamed
while leaming even more, I can think of no
better place to do
so than the NTI.
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45 ACP
7 Shot Mag
4'lr'BBL
3-Dot Sites

4'lz" BBL r 3-Dot Sites
Chrome Slide

Polymer Stock . 16'/," BBL r 10 Shot Mag
Rear Peep Sight r 31 %" OAL

40
B Shot Mag
4tlr'BBL
3-Dot Sites

suss.netait $148s5

I Shot Mag . 3'l," BBL
3-Dot Sites

9mm
Alloy Frame

9mm
9 Shot Mag
4'lr'BBL

suss.Betait$l48es

suss. Betaitsl24si
Chrome Slide/Polvmer Frame

suss. Betait 58995

I Shot Mag . 31/," BBL
3 Dot Sites

380 ACP
Polymer Frame

380 ACP
I Shot Mag

9mm
Polymer Frame
8 Shot Mag . 3%" BBL
3-Dot Sites

suss.Betait sl39e5 suss.ne'itsl24ss

5990 Philadelphia Dn . Daytont 0H t 54llt
Sold through your local gun dealer

937-275.4991

suss. Retait$148e5

45 ACP
7 Shot Mag

suss. Eetait$8995

3'/2" BBL o 3-Dot Sites

BO-MAR BMCS@ FLAT
BOTTOM UTILITY

SIGHT, REAR.
SWEAT-ON or BOLT-

ON STYLE SIGHT.

Simple Milling for Sweat-
On or Bolt-On.
Drill and tap if BolfOn is
desired.

BMCS@ Flat Bottom For 1911 Slides and Others
Price"""""""$65'95 Machined from Quality Bar Stock Steel

Bo-Mar is known world-wide for its

DEPENDABILITY
Route 8, Box 405, Longvieq TX 75604
Ph:(903) 759-4784. Fax: (903) 759-9141

SEBHAI€D FLADE
US TRADEMARK
Reg No 1.157.220
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